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C O M P R É H E N S I O N 
 
Give the following information: 
1. Type of document: It is a newspaper article 
2. Source: The source is the American weekly Time Magazine 
3. Date: January, 20th, 2003 
 
Choose the right answer. 
The main topic of the document is: 

The main topic of the document is “Violence and gun-bearing in Britain”. 
 

“Murders of black teenagers in Birmingham” et“Gang-related crime” correspondaient à 
certaines parties du texte, mais le titre doit recouvrir la globalité du texte. 

 
Fill in the grid with names and occupations of people, if mentioned. 
 

Names Occupations 
Lee Jasper chairman / race relations adviser 
Ken Livingstone London Mayor 
David Blunkett Home Secretary 
Kim Howells Culture Secretary 
So Solid Crew Rap Group 
Clarence Thomson  
 
2. Quote two public buildings mentioned in paragraph one. 
a) Brixton Town Hall 
b) Whitehall 
 
Here are the key ideas of the text. Put them in the order they appear. 
 
1. the causes of violence in inner cities. 
2. the measures suggested to fight against the problem. 
3. a radical position about the issue. 
4. the nation’s concern about recent killings. 
a) d b) a c) b d) c 
 
Find the equivalents in the text of the following words: 
§ 1: meeting: summit (4) 
§ 2: policeman: bobby (11) 
§ 3: imported illegally: smuggled (14) 
explosive: volatile (17) 
§ 4: to accuse violently: to lash out (23) 
managers: executives (27) 
arms (two words): guns (29) / weapons (30) 
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True (T) or false (F)? Give the correct answer and justify by quoting the text precisely. 
Please indicate the lines. 
 
1. Killers use many arms imported from the US. 
False: smuggled in from the Balkans (14) 
2. Gangs carry out their drug-dealing activities in Britain, but the killers come from Jamaica. 
True: while the gangs are often homegrown, top killers or “shottas” are sometimes flown in 
from Jamaica to carry out assassinations (15) 
3. Parties are a safe place. 
False: One young Londoner says many of her friends have stopped going to parties because even 
a spilled drink can lead to a shooting (18) 
4. Gun crimes mainly affect the black inner cities. 
True: the gun-crime statistics don’t surprise those who live in Britain’s inner cities (12) / Police 
say some black inner-city youths use guns as fashion accessories (19) 
5. Rap groups such as the So Solid Crew have a responsibility in gun violence. 
False: rap groups, in particular London’s garage collective So Solid Crew, were at least partly 
to blame. (24) 
6. More severe controls should be applied to song lyrics. 
True: David Blunkett suggested holding talks with music industry executives about “what is and 
what isn’t acceptable (27) 
 
Concentrate from line 40 to line 44. Among the following measures, find the ones proposed 
by David Blunkett. 
 

- Giving back illegal arms should be encouraged. 
- Carrying replica weapons and air guns should not be allowed in public. 
- Owning an air gun should be forbidden below 17. 
- Illegal owners should be kept in prison for at least 5 years. 

 
E X P R E S S I O N 
 
You must answer both questions, one and two. 
 
1.  “Five years was too mild1 a punishment, give them life2—if they carry a gun, they mean to 
kill.” 
Explain and comment this statement. Justify your point of view. 
(80 words) 
 
Ne faîtes pas de contresens sur la phrase à commenter :  
5 years :  référence aux 5 années minimum d’emprisonnement pour port d’arme illégal proposées 
par Blunkett.  
they/them  référence à ceux qui entravent la loi en possédant des armes sans autorisation  
mean signifie la plupart du temps « vouloir dire », mais dans ce contexte il s’agit de l’intention : 
On pourrait traduire cette phrase comme ceci : 
 « 5 ans, c’est une punition trop douce, il faut les condamner à perpétuité – S’ils ont une arme, 
c’est qu’ils ont l’intention de tuer. »  
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Vous devez exprimer votre opinion. La société doit -elle être tolérante ou laxiste en matière de 
port d’armes. Pensez-vous qu’on monte ce problème en épingle, ou vous craignez-vous que cette 
violence se développe, entraînant un contrôle plus strict de la police, ainsi que des décisions de 
justice très sévères vis-à-vis de ceux qui ne respectent pas la loi. 
 
Vocabulaire utile 
La comparaison (France / Angleterre par exemple) 
L’opinion 
 
2. Would you say that rap music encourages violence? Justify your point of view. (120 words) 
 
1. mild: severe. 
2. life: life sentence. 
 
 
Encore une fois un sujet qui vous oblige à prendre position. Essayez d’expliquer pourquoi on 
associe le rap à la violence. Pensez aux rappeurs qui se sont faits assassiner, à la mode du gangsta 
rap, aux controverses déclenchées par des groupes ou des chansons (ex : Public Enemy ou la 
chanson cop killer de Body Count). On leur reproche d’inciter à la violence et également de 
présenter une image dévalorisée des femmes.  
On peut également rappeler que c’est une forme de divertissement et qu’il y a souvent une 
distance à prendre entre le mythe et la réalité. 
 
Vocabulaire utile 
l’opinion 
la cause 
être d’accord / pas d’accord 
 


